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[4^>pief qf this Pamphlet can he had gratU oiv apsllcatvi^ri 



LORD MACAULAr. 

On Bepriniing'the Works of the Comic JDramatiats of 
the BestoraMon (from a Notice of the Dramatic 
Works of Wycherley, Oongreve, Varibrugh, and 
Fa/rquha/r, edited by Leigh Hunt, and jfmblished hy 
Edward Moxon, 1840). 

** The plays to which he now acts as introducer 
are, with few exceptions, such as, in the opinion 
[)f many very respectable people, ought not to be 
reprinted. In this opinion we can by no means 
concur. We cannot wish that any work which 
illustrates the character of an important epoch in 
letters, politics, and morals, should disappear from 
the world. If we err in this matter, we err with 
the gravest men and bodies of men in the empire, 
and especially with the Church of England, and 
•with the great schools of learning which are con- 
nected with her. The whole liberal education of 
)iir countrymen is conducted on the principle, 
lat no book which is valuable, either by reason of 
le excellence of its style, or by reason of the 
rht which it throws on the history, polity, and 
lanners of nations, should be withheld from the 
ident on accoimt of its impurity. The Athenian 
ledies, in which there are scarcely a hundred 
les together without some passage of which 
iter would have been ashamed, have been 

i ♦ 
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reprinted at the Pitt Press and the Clarendo 
Press, under the direction of syndics and dele] 
gates appointed by the Universities; and have^ 
been illustrated with notes by reverend, very re* 
verend, and right reverend commentators. Every ; 
year the most distinguished young men in thi 
kingdom are examined by bishops and professoB 
of divinity in the Lysistrata of Aristophanes and 
the Sixth Satire of Juvenal. For our own part, 
we have no doubt that the great societies which 
direct the education of the English gentry have 
herein judged wisely. We find it difficult to 
believe that, in a world so full of temptation as 
this, any gentleman, whose life would have been 
virtuous if he had not read Aristophanes and 
Juvenal, will be made vicious by reading them. 
The virtue Which the world wants is a healthful 
virtue, not a valetudinarian virtue. We shouH 
be justly chargeable with gross inconsistency, i^ 
while we defend the policy which invites the youA 
of our country to study such writers as Theocritnl-i 
and Catullus, we were to set up a cry against *- 
new edition of ^ The Country Wife,' or ^ The Wa^ 
of the World.' The worst English writings qjE 
the seventeenth century are decent, compareJI 
with much that has been bequeathecl to us hf 
Greece and Rome. Plato, we have little doubly 
was a much better man than Sir George Etherege^ 
But Plato has written things at which Sir Georg 
Etherege would have shuddered. Buckhurs 



and Sedley, even in those wild orgies at the Cock, 
in Bow-street, would never have dared to hold 
such discourse as passed between Socrates and 
Phaedrus on that^ fine summer day, under the 
plane-tree, while the fountain warbled at their 
feet, and the cicadas chirped overhead. We are 
■ therefore by no means disposed to condemn this 
publication, though we certainly cannot recom- 
mend the handsome volume before us as an appro- 
priate Christmas present for young ladies."* 



Fbom the examinee, January 20, 1872. 

Aphra Behn. " The Plays, Histories, and Novels of 
the Ingenums Mrs, Aphra BehnJ* With Life and 
Memoirs. Complete in Six Volv/mes. Fcap, 8vo. 
(John Pea/rson,) 

" All students of English literature will be grate- 
ifiil to the publisher ot^this capital reprint of Aphra 
[Behn's writings, which, for a long time past, have 
[only now and then been procurable at old book- 
italls, and then only at veiy high prices ; and they 
writings that a larger public may find enter- 
.mment; and should ind nothing but profit, in 
studying. Her plays were seventeen in number ; 
there was abundance of originality, and not a 
little wit, in them. As a dramatist, she ranks 

'' Edinburgh Reyiew,'' Jan., 1841, pp. 490—492. 
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between Etherege and Wycherley. Of smart 
writing, and racy plotting, there is never any 
lack in this clever woman's plays." 



Fbom the bookseller, 
March 2, 1872. 

Aphra Behn, " The Plays, Histories, and Novels of 
the Ingenious Mrs, Aphra Behn.** With Life and 
Memoirs, Complete in Six Volumes, Fcap 8vo, 
(John Pearson,) 

^'It was a bold stroke to reprint these six 
volumes, for the buyers of such books are not 
numerous; but, fortunately for the interests of 
the publisher, the ^ Saturday Review* came to his 
rescue, and pronounced the volumes absolutely 
and inexcusably indecent. The result has been* 
that a number of people who like highly-spiced 
literature, and especially that which a respectable 
journal condemns, at once ordered copies, and; 
relieved the publisher from all fears as to the 
ultimate result of his speculation. The ^ Satur- 
day' did more than condemn the book and its 
publisher ; it included in its anathema a weekly ' 
paper as respectable as itself, and condemned that'' 
also. The truth is that the reviewer had either ^ 
not read Mrs. Behn's works, or, having read them, " 
was incompetent to form a correct opinion of 
them and of the age in which she lived. Per- 



sons who bought the six volumes upon the re- 
presentation, or rather the misrepresentation, of 
the reviewer^ must have felt themselves disgusted 
mth the ^sell,' for thej can find matters much 
more indecent in the works of Dean Swift, and 
DGLUch more seductive and exciting in those of 
Fielding and Smollett. The writings of Mrs. 
Aphra Behn nevertheless form a valuable link in 
our literary history, and serve to illustrate the 
manners and conversations of society at the close 
of the seventeenth century." 



J. COOPER. 

From J, Cooper^s Address " To Mrs. Behn, on the 
Publishing her Poems/* 1683. 

^' Fair as the face of Heaven, when no thick cloud 
Or darkening storm the glorious prospect shroud^ 
In all its beauteous parts shines thy bright style, 
And beyond human wit commends thy skill. 
With all the thought and vigour of our sex. 
The moving softness of your own you mix. 
Thus thy luxuriant Muse her pleasure takes, 
As God of old in Eden's blissful walks ; 
The beauties of her new creation viewed, 
Full of content she sees that it is good** 



8 
CHAELES COTTON. 

Charles Cotton (one of the authors of " The Complete 
Angler") " To the Admired Astrea." • 

'* Some hands write some things well ; are else- 
where lame : 
But on all themes your power Is the same. 
Of buskin, and of sock, you know the pace, 
And tread in both with equal skill and grace. 
But when you write of love, Astrea, then 
Love dips his arrows where you wet your pen. 
Such charming Unes did never paper grace; 
Soft as your sex, and smooth as beauty's face." 



NAHUM TATE. 

{One of the translators of the Psahns, a/nd afterwa/rds 

Poet Lav/reate.) 

" The pride of Greece we now outrivall'd see, 
Greece boasts one Sappho, two Orindas we.'* t 



GERARD LANGBAINE. 

From " An Account of the English Dramatich Poets" 
hy Gerard Langhaine, Oxford, 1691, p. 17. 

'^ A person lately deceased, but whose memory 
will be long fresh amongst the lovers of dramatic 

♦ Prefixed to " La Montre ; or, the Lover's Watch," by 
Mrs. A. Behn. Lond., 1686. 

t From lines prefixed to Mrs. Behn's novel of '* The 
Lover's Watch," 1686. 
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poetry, as having been sufficiently eminent not 
only for her theatrical performances, but several 
other pieces both in verse and prose, which gained 
her an esteem among the wits. Most of her 
comedies have had the good fortune to please, 
and though it must be confessed that she has 
borrowed very much, not only from her own 
countrymen, but likewise from the French poets, 
whatever she borrows she improves for the better. 
I doubt not but she will be allowed equal with 
several of our poets, her contemporaries." 



THO. SOUTHERNE. 

From Bouiheme^s Dedication of his Tragedy of Oroono^^ 
to the Duke of Devonshire, 1699. 

" I stand engaged to Mrs. Behn for the occasion 
of a most passionate distress in my last play 
(* The Innocent Adultery*), and in a conscience 
that I had not made her a sufficient acknow- 
ledgment, I have run further into her debt for 
* Oroonoko,* with a design to oblige me to be 
honest ; and that every one may find me out for 
ingratitude, when I don't say all that's fit for me 
upon that subject. She had a great command 
of the stage; and I have often wondered that 
she would bury her favourite hero in a novel, 
when she might have revived him in the scene." 



^Mrs. 15eiin wa» a vy\/ixa«*x« — 

le while she lived, and so esteemed 1 
7e read anything of her writing 
sith, that I suppose a short account < 
11 be a very grateful present to the 
) give a perfect draught of her is 
Dre weight than my abiHties will all 
•aw her to the life, one must write like 
, with all the softness of her sex, a 
:e of ours." 



hrom Cha/rles Oildon's " Ejmtle Dedicato 
Scroop, Esq,, of Danhy, in Yorkshire,^ 
the Collected Edition of Mrs, Belinda I 
Novels, 1736. 

" Poetry, the supreme pleasure of 1 
xo/TAf and born in pleasure, but op 
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have her share of the conversation. The passions, 
that of love especially, she was mistress of ; and 
gave us such nice and tender touches, of them, 
that without her name we might discover the 
author, as Protogenes did Apelles, by the stroke 
of his pencil." 



EDITOR OF MRS. BERN'S PLAYS. 

From the Freface to the Collected Edition of Mrs. 
BehrCs Flcuys, Lond», 1724. 

"The following Collection of Plays needs no 
other recommendation than that they were written 
by the incomparable Mrs. A. Behn, a person whose 
character is so universally known, and whose per- 
formances have met with such a general applause, 
that it is needless to bespeak the reader^s favour 
on her behalf. Her Poems, Novels, Translations, 
and several other composures, both in prose and 
verse, have gained her a lasting esteem among the 
masters of wit and sense. But, above all, her 
theatrical perfornlances have entitled her to such 
a distinguishing character in that way as exceeds 
that of any of the poets of this age. Sir William 
Davenant and Mr. Dryden excepted. Most of 
them had the good fortune to please upon the 
stage, and all of them loudly proclaim the fancy 
and excellent abilities of our authoress. Those 
who had the happiness to be personally acquainted 
with her were so charmed with her wit, freedom 



ill ranks." 



THEOPHILUS GIBBER. 

>m " The Lives of the Poets of Oreat B 
Ireland, by Mr. Cibher, and other hands 
L753, Vol. IIL, pp. 26, 27. 

" Mrs. Behh perhaps, as much as any 
mned loose scenes, and too warm de 
it something must be allowed to hmn 
le herself was of an amorous compl 
It the passions intimately which she 
id this circumstance might be the ( 
3r plays being of that cast. 
'^ The author cannot be well acqui 
Irs. Behn's works, who makes a 



18 



sprightllness into lewdness ; and because she had 
wit and beauty, she must likewise be charged 
with prostitution and irreligion." 



DAVID ERSKINE BAKER. 

From " Biogra^hia IhramaUca," compiled hy David 
Erahine Baker. Lond,^ 1812, Vol, I., jpp. 29, 30. 

*' It is no wonder that her wit should gain her 
the esteem of Mr. Dryden, Mr. Southerne, and 
other men of genius. The turn of her genius was 
chiefly to comedy. As to the character that her 
plays should maintain in the records of dramatic 
history, it wiU be difficult to determine. In all, 
even the most indifferent of her pieces, there are 
strong marks of genius and understanding. Her / 
plots are full of business and ingenuity, and her; 
dialogue sparkles with the dazzling lustre of' 
genuine wit, which everywhere glitters among it." 



KEY. ALEX. DYCE. 

From " Specimens of British Poetesses, selected and 
arranged hy the Bev* Alexander Dyce" Lond,^ 
1827, pp. Ill, 112. 

*' Her fame is chiefly founded on her plays, in ^ 
which many humorous scenes occur. Some of 
her songs are spirited ; the first of the following 
specimens, had it proceeded from the pen of Moore, 
( would have been admired in the present day/' 



RETKOSPEOTIVE RE 

From the " JRel/rospecUve BevieWy" JS 

^^ Aphra Behn was a woman of di 
for she shone in her day, not only j 
but as a poet and a novelist. That si 
deeply acquainted with the world i 
her dramatic writings, which, perl 
more vivid picture of English sociei 
half of the seventeenth century tha 
other writer of the same class. In 
be taken as the best types of this cl 
) rature of that period. They exhi 
of conversation in the dialogue, 
arranging the plot and producing 
tions, in which she has few equals. 
£rard her. indeed, as onr earlift«f 1 
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her writings must agree. If any one would form f 
an exact notion of the manners of the British / 
capital in the latter half of the seventeenth cen- j 
tury, we could recommend him nothing better/ 
than to study the comedies of Aphra Behn/' 



DR. GEORGE LILLIE CRAIK. 

JVow " A History of English Literatwre and of the 
English Language^* by Chorge L, CraiJc, LL.B. 
Lond., 1864, IL, 121. 

^* Mrs. Behn, besides her plays, was the authoress 
of a number of novels and tales, which, amid great 
impetuosity and turbulence of style, contain some 
ingeniously-contrived incidents, and some rather 
effective painting of the passions." 



ALGERNON CHARLES SWINBURNE. 

From " WUlioAfn Blake : a Critical Essay,** by Algernon 
Cha/rles Simnbv/me, Lond,, 1868, pp. 131, 132. 

^* Those verses of the illustrious Aphra's have 
some real energy and beauty of form, visible to 
those who care to make allowance for the con- 
ventional English of the time. Even ^Astrsea' 
must have fair play and fair praise; and the 
simple truth is that, when writing her best, this 
* unmentionable' poetess has a vigorous grace and 
a noble sense of metre to be found in no other 
song-writer of her time. One song, fished uij b^ 
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Mr. Dyce, has a splendid qualiiy of verse, and 
even some degree of sentiment. Take four Knes 
as a sample, and Blake's implied approval will 
hardly seem unjustifiable : — 

<< ( From thy bright eyes he took those fires 
Which round about in sport he hurPd ; 
But ^twas from mine he took desires 
Enough to undo the amorous world.* 

The strong and subtle cadence of that magnificent 
fourth verse gives evidence of so delicate an ear 
and such dexterous power of hand as no other 
poet between the Restoration date and Blake's 
own time has left proof of in serious or tragic 

song Francois Villon and Aphra Behn 

were alike in this as well, that the supreme gift of 
each, in a time sufficiently barren of lyrical merit, 
was the gift of writing admirable songs ; and this, 
after all, has perhaps borne better firuit for us than 
any gift of moral excellence." 



Feom the ATHEN^UM, Nov. 4, 1871. 

"Mr. John Pearson, of York-street, is to follow 
up his excellent reprint of the scarce Old His- 
torical Ballads by a like reproduction of the Plays, 
Histories, and Novels of the ingenious Mrs. Aphra ^ 
Behn, with Life and Memoir, 1724—35. Thelj 
original editions of this authoress, whom Dryden^l\ 
Southerner Cotton^ and others praised so highly^ area . 
now very scarce." I ' 
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To THE Editor of THE EXAMINER.* 

Aphra Behn cmd " Literary Oa/rhage,*^ 

SlE, 

In your columns of January 20th, 

you honoured my fac-simile re-issue of "The 
Works of Mrs. Behn" with a favourable notice. 
For this offence you have since been arraigned at 
the bar of that great censor morum^ the Satur- 
day Review, in a sensational article, entitled 
** Literary Garbage." Will you kindly allow me 
space for a few brief observations on that article f 

The morbid and unwholesome suggestiveness 
of the Reviewer's remarks is likely to do a great 
deal more harm than anything in the book itself. 
It was, of course, not republished virginibus puer- 
isque; but the Saturday Review has now done 
its best to inform old and young of its character. 

My reprint was expressly made for the use of 
historical students and antiquarians, and to com- 
plete the dramatic collections of amateurs. Only 
a limited number of copies were struck off, and 
the form and price of the work show evidently 
that it was never designed for general and pro- 
miscuous reading. Had that been my object, I 
should not have retained the old type and the old 
spelling, and I should have placed the volumes 
within the reach of humbler purses. 

• This letter appeared in «« The Examiner'' of Feb. 10. 



/ 
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Mrs. Behn's Works are, of course, not free 
from the licence that characterised nearly all the 
dramatic writings of the Restoration ; but even 
this point is magnified and aggravated by the 
Saturday Reviewer. Nor are they, in the 
opinion of the best judges, so destitute of wit 
and sensibility as that writer states. The Retro- 
spective Review speaks with the highest praise of 
her comedies, and says : " They exhibit a brilliance 
*' of conversation in the dialogue, and a skill in 
" arranging the plot, in which she has few equals ; 
'* we may regard her, indeed, as our earliest comic 
" writer of any worth."* If Mrs. Behn's plays are 
coarse, they are not more so than those of her 
great contemporary, Dryden; and no one ven- 
tured to accuse Sir Walter Scott of pandering to 
vicious tastes when he published a complete and 
uncastrated library edition of the writings of 
Dryden. 

It is just because Mrs. Behn's plays represent 
so faithfully the manners and domestic life of the 
Restoration period, that they are so valuable to 
historical students. Perhaps from no other extant 
contemporary writings can so faithful an idea be 
obtained of the London life of the latter half of 
the seventeenth century. Something of this even 
the Saturday Review is forced to admit, thus 
virtually yielding the point. 

* Vide Sfiprhj p. 14. 
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That any one would read Mrs. Behn's plays as 
I stimulant to licentious feelings, seems a rather 
idiculous assumption. It requires patience and 
L cultivated literary taste to enjoy writings so far 
•amoved from the real life of our own time ; and 
;hat kind of appetite would seek food more easily 
ligestible, and much stronger in flavour,.than any- 
ihing to be found in Mrs. Behn. It is not true 
ihat her coarseness forms the staple of her come- 
lies, and that she is '^nothing if not nasty.'* 
Her coarseness is quite incidental; certainly not 
nore frequent than that of Oongreve or Wycherley, 
ind often consists in a double entendrej only in- 
;elligible to those who already know more than 
he book could teach them. 

The late Edward Moxon — one of our first pub- 
ishers in his time, and on whose fair fame slander 
lever breathed a whisper — thought it no sin to 
)ublish a volume containing the works of Con- 
jreve, Wycherley, Vanbrugh, and Farquhar. The 
)ook was prepared for the press by Mr. Leigh 
jiunt, the founder and original editor of the 
' Examiner," a man, I will venture to say, of as 
)ure and delicate a mind as ever lived. 

liOrd Macaulay made this book the subject of 
in article in the Edinburgh Review on "The 
]!omic Dramatists of the Restoration," and hy no 
neans concurred in the opinion of many very 
espectable people that such plays ought not to be 
'^eprinted. "We cannot wish," he says, "that 



\ 
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any work or class of works, which illustrates the- 
character of an important epoch in letters, politics, 
and morals, should disappear from the world." He 
refers to the analogous case of the Ancient Classics, 
and to ^' the Athenian Comedies, in which there 
are scarcely a hundred lines together without some 
passage of which Rochester would have been 
ashamed,*' and which have been reprinted *' at the 
University presses, illustrated with notes by re- 
verend, very reverend, and right reverend com- 
mentators."* 

He would be a bold man who would hazard the 
assertion that the comedies of Wycherley, Oon- 
greve, Vanbrugh, and Farquhar are not as liable 
to objection on the score of immorality as those 
of Mrs. Behn. But the '^ prurient prudery^' which 
dictated the famous series of articles on "The 
Girl of the Period," in what the late Mr. 
Thackeray used wittily to call *^ The Superfine 
Review," has thought fit to make a scapegoat of 
Mrs. Behn, and to forget the precedents I have 
cited. I am content to leave the matter to the 
judgment of all intelligent and impartial readers. 
With many apologies for trespassing so far on 
your valuable space, 

I am, &c., 

John Peabson. 

15, York-street, Covent-garden. 

* Vide suprtij pp. 8, 4. 
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THE WORKS OF APHRA BEHN. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ATHENiBUM. 

March 12, 1872* 
Sir, 

My attention has been directed to 

a lengthy notice in last week's Athenseum, of 
the facsimile re-issue of Mrs. Behn*s Works. As 
the publisher of the volumes in question, I desire 
to make a few justificatory remarks in answer to 
that article, and in vindication of my motives in 
the republication. I also wish to correct one or 
two inaccuracies into which the writer has invo- 
luntarily fallen. 

In the first place it is hardly fair to state that 
the reprint of these six volumes has been ^' handed 
over to the public." They were never meant for 
the general public, as the costly form in which 
they appear, the very limited number of copies 
printed, and the advertisement in which I an- 
nounced them for several successive weeks in the 
columns of your own and other leading journals, 
sufficiently testify. The class of purchasers to 
whom I appealed, and from whom alone I ex- 
pected and have received encouragement, were 
historical students, antiquarians, and dramatic col- 
lectors. To the historical student and the anti- 
quarian, I knew, on the authority of the Retro- 
spective Review, that such a publication would 
be invaluable, as illustrative of the manners and 
customs, however degraded, of English life during 
the period of the Restoration. It was from such 
materials that Lord Macaulay had compiled his 
graphic and exhaustive description of the State of 
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England in 1685. That great historian and 
essayist was well aware from his own experience 
of the inestimable value and importance of such 
contemporary descriptions to all engaged in the 
compilation of history or biography. He accor- 
dingly ventured to differ, toto cobIoj from those who 
held the opinion that works, which, from these or 
other causes, had become classic, or weire at least 
illustrative of manners, should not be reprinted 
on the score of their being tainted with immoral 
or licentious passages. In his famous Essay on the 
Comic Bramatists of the Eestoration, he de- 
fended the republication of the Works of Wycher- 
ley, Oongreve, Vanbrugh, and Farquhar; and 
there is nothing in his argument which does not 
apply equally to Mrs. Behn. 

But it was for the use of dramatic collectors 
also that my reprint was undertaken. I have 
noticed, as have all booksellers of any standing, a 
growing desire of late years for uniform sets of tfie 
English dramatists, a demand for which, in some 
instances, the supply was ludicrously insuflScient. 
Collectors had sometimes to wait for years before 
they could complete their sets, on account of the 
excessive rarity of some of the earlier dramatists. 
Mrs. Behn was a notable instance of this. Her 
plays were among the rarissima of collectors, and 
only a short time ago a copy was sold for eleven 
pounds at one of our leading auction-rooms. For 
myself, I had honestly no knowledge in regard to 
their relative morality or immorality; nor do I 
now see that an edict which should sweep them 
from the shelves of libraries should not in justice 
also include at least one-half of the illustrious 



^ 
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series of our dramatists — Ben Jonson, Shirley, 
Congreve, Wycherley, Etherege, Vanbrugh, Far- 
quhar, Shadwell, Otway, Mrs. Centlivre — ^nay, 
even, to come down to more modern times, George 
Colman the Younger himself. All of these justly 
celebrated writers painted life as they found it, 
with more or less of incidental coarseness, no 
doubt ; and it is diflScult to see why Mrs. Behn 
should be cast forth as the scapegoat into the wil- 
derness to carry all their sins on her back. In 
reproducing the Works of Mrs. Behn in a form 
and type similar to the original, I* designed 
simply to supply the long-felt want of a very in- 
telligent and select class of readers, knowing that 
the price as well as the character of the volumes 
would still keep them '^ caviare to the general." 

The writer of the notice in the Athenaeum is 
mistaken in asserting that I have either at this 
time or at anj time announced "other free-and- 
^* easy plays by free-and-easy authors." This is not 
the case. Whatever my future intention may be 
as to continuing my series of reprints, I have made 
no public notification of it either one way or the 
other. A highly respectable and eminent firm of 
London booksellers, in OMOiiexion with an equally 
respectable firm in Scotland, announced some time 
ago a series of reprints of all the Dramatists of 
the Restoration, and this doubtless led to the 
critics error. 

In conclusion, I would remark that however 
unpleasant I may find it to be accused of an act 
of ^* revolting loathsomeness" in disinterring Mrs. 
Behn's literary remains, the observations of my 
present critic, and of a recent critic in the Satur- 



intended. 

Your obedient servant, 

John 

15, York-street, Oovent-garden. 



From THE ATHEN^UM, Marc 

^' We have received a long letter 
Pearson, the publisher of the ^ f ac-sii 
of Mrs. Behn's Works. Mr. Pearsor 
the price which he puts on the book 
its falling into the hands of the ge 
*The class of purchasers,' he says, 
appealed, and from whom alone I i 
have received encouragement, we 
students, antiquarians, and dramati 
Mr. Pearson alleges in his defence 
of Wycherley, Congreve, &c. If '. 
can see no difference between Congr' 
Behn, we are softy f oi? him ; howeve 
fesses that, when publishing the re 
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